STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No.32-33-34, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Smt Ramesh Sharma,

# 15/300, 50 feet,

Pathshal Road, Dhuri, Distt. Sangrur.



......Complainant






Vs.
PIO, O/O District Education Officer (Sec.),

Sangrur.


&

The then PIO,

Sh. Jagjit Inder Singh,

B-10, 419/418, St. No. 8, Prem Basti, Sangrur.


&

The then PIO,

Sh. Joginder Sing Aulakh,

Principal DIET, Jagraon,

District, Ludhiana. 





.....Respondent.

CC No-33-of 2007: 
Present :
Sh Ramesh Sharma, H/o Smt Ramesh Sharma on behalf of 


Complainant. 



Sh. Pawan Kumar Singla, APIO-cum-Suptd. O/o DEO(SE), 


Sangrur. 



Sh. Joginder Singh Aulakh, Deputy Director O/o DPI(EE), Pb. 



Sh. Jagjit Inder Singh, Dy DEO (SE), Now Retd. O/o DPI(EE), 


Pb.  



Sh. Ajaib Singh, Jr. Asstt. O/o DEO(SE), Sangrur. 

Order:


Arguments heard.   


To come up for pronouncement of judgment on 20.11.2009.   








Sd- 
(Mrs. Rupan Deol Bajaj)









State Information Commissioner 


05.10. 2009  

(LS)

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB
SCO NO. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Kanwar Naresh Sodhi,

 S/O Late  Tikka Atamjit Singh Sodhi,


# 17, Gulmohar Avenue Dhakauli,

NAC Zirakpur, Distt. Mohali.




--------Complainant







Vs. 

PIO, O/O Secretary, PWD B&R, Punjab,

Punjab Mini Sectt.,Sector 9,Chandigarh.


--------Respondent 






CC No-993-2009

Present :
 Kanwar Naresh Sodhi, Complainant in person.


Sh. Bakhshish Singh, APIO-cum-Supdt. for Secy, PWD, B&R.



Sh. Harish Grover, Jr. Engineer O/o XEN, PWD, B&R, Const. 


No. 1, Ferozepur. 



Sh. Anil Kumar, APIO-cum-SDE O/o XEN, PWD, B&R, Const. 


No. 1, Ferozepur. 

Order:


In pursuance of order dated 12.08.2009, APIO-cum-SDE Sh. Anil Kumar states that vide letter dated 30.09.2009 sent by registered post, a point-wise reply has been provided to Kanwar Naresh Sodhi, Complainant. Since Kanwar Naresh Sodhi, Complainant states that he has not yet received this letter, copy presented for the record of the Commission (signed copy) has been given to Kanwar Naresh Sodhi, Complainant and the photo stat has been placed on the record of the Commission.  Kanwar Naresh Sodhi, Complainant states that reply is not as per record and certain additional information based on legal interpretation has been supplied to him, not based on record.  He has pointed out for example, that APIO has stated that “the land of the ‘Rastas’ belonged to Tika Hari Singh and Kanwar Naresh Sodhi as per the revenue record but in Khana Kast “Share aam” has been mentioned.  Thus the land belongs to the gram Panchayat.”  The objection of Kanwar Naresh Sodhi, Complainant is correct since what is required to be given under RTI is the bland facts as they exist on record.  The interpretation/explanation/justification for any acts of the department is required to be placed before other fora.   
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2.

Since Kanwar Naresh Sodhi, Complainant has just received the information it is only fair that he should be given a chance to study it and to see whether there are any other perceived defects in the information supplied. He is directed to point them out in writing to the PIO with a copy to the State Information Commission within reasonable period of ten days and thereafter the department is to require giving the correct information within 15 days of receiving the communication from Kanwar Naresh Sodhi, Complainant.  


Adjourned to 28.10.2009.  









Sd- 
(Mrs. Rupan Deol Bajaj)









State Information Commissioner 


05.10. 2009  

(LS)

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB
SCO NO. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Sh. Resham Singh, 
S/O Sh. Bishan Singh,

V&PO: Pathrala, 
Distt. Bathinda.





-----Complainant







Vs. 

PIO, O/O. XEN, Punjab State Tubewell 

Corporation, Bathinda.




--------Respondent






CC No-1931-2009 

Present :
 Sh. Resham Singh,  Complainant in person.


Sh. Prem Kumar Mehta, APIO-cum-SDO, PWRDC, Bathinda. 
Order:


Sh. Prem Kumar Mehta, APIO has not brought the concerned file with him.  He states that as per the Superintendent Sh. Harbhajan Singh of the office of XEN, Pb. State Tubewell Corporation Bathinda, there is no such file in the office pertaining to Water User’s body of Village Pathrala, on which application was made by the Water user society with full documents, and where the matter was examined and approval of the grant made before the issue of cheque.  He states that all the cheques were issued at that time by Sh. Jaswinder Singh, the then XEN who is presently posted as XEN, Pathankot.  This file is not available in the office of XEN Bathinda. He also states that since 2006-07, 4-5 XENs have stayed for short tenures and then have been transferred. The XEN Sh. T.C.Sharma who has remained posted here for the last one and a half year has been transferred and in his place a new XEN Sh. A.K.Jain has joined.  
2.

No separate file exists for village Pathrala or other villages. As and when the said villages report that they had completed the work, the quantity of the material used and the quality check including user of/skilled labour was checked and user certificate issued.  No other record is available in the office of the PIO.  
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3.

The PIO is hereby directed to immediately get hold of the said file from Sh. Jaswinder Singh presently XEN at Pathrala since that file rightly belongs to Division-8 Bathinda.  In case, it is not available with Sh. Jaswinder Singh steps may be taken to fix responsibility for the missing file.  The Commission would like to be apprised of the efforts which have been made to locate the said file including fixing of responsibility for the loss of the same.   In case, it is not possible to fix the responsibility, the PIO should consider necessity of registering an FIR, if necessary.

4.

From a perusal of the user certificate for village Pathrala for the said RD-75827-TR where the work was commenced on 01.03.2008 and completed on 30.10.2008, signatures of three officials are seen but there is no date on the certificate.  The APIO has explained that a large number of such user certificates are sent to the Deputy Commissioner with a forwarding letter.  He states that the forwarding letter of this user certificate would be having a number and date on it which will be sent to the Complainant and to the Commission immediately upon reaching Bathinda. 

5.

From the study of the letter issued by the Deputy Commissioner, Bathinda to the Divisional Engineer, PSTC Lining, Division No. 8, Bathinda on the subject “Release of Funds under Punjab Nirmal Programme 2006-07 for Repair/restoration of Damaged water courses of Bathinda District”.  It is seen that certain guidelines have been framed for implementation of this scheme through the Canal Water Users Associations under the over all control of the Division Engineer (XEN).  These guidelines are 11 in number.  Therefore, for the PIO-cum-SDO to state that the PSTC has nothing to do with the matter and is only to release the funds, to give technical guidance only where asked for, to inspect the completed work, and assumes a passive role of the PSTC, whereas in these instructions the role of PSTC is seen to be active and includes sending of the implementation of the program report.  The expenditure is to be incurred only on the works/scheme identified by the state Irrigation Department/Punjab State 
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Tubewell Corporation.  The PSTC is involved for the beginning to end.  I am, therefore, not satisfied with the reply given by the APIO on behalf of the PIO.  
6.

Therefore, I have gone through each item of the RTI application with the APIO present today.  Except for item no. 1 which needs no reply and item no. 7 and 10 where the reply has already been given, for remaining 8 items, it is required that specific replies be given to Sh. Resham Singh, Complainant.  In case, no such activity has taken place, or no such record is available or is maintained in the office of XEN, it should be so stated specifically.  


Adjourned to 20.11.2009. 
                                                            


Sd-                             
(Mrs. Rupan Deol Bajaj)









State Information Commissioner 


05.10. 2009  

(LS)

